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How to take accurate cast measurements for a theatrical hire costume….
· Get one person to take all measurements (male & female cast) to ensure consistency.
· Do not allow the cast to measure each other or guess as people are generally a bit out!
· Any dress sizes given should also be accompanied with accurate actual measurements.
· Do not take measurements if cast are wearing any bulky clothing, if possible try to measure over light clothes and preferably over what they will be wearing underneath the costume. In the case of a male actor dressing as a female please take into account all undergarments. 
To Start:

· Set aside enough space and time to allow proper measurements to be taken.
· Have enough measurements sheets and consider having a helper to note down the measurements.
· Count up the cast and divide them into manageable groups– normally best to do male and female cast separately.

· Take all measurements in inches unless otherwise agreed at time of booking. Start at the top of the body and work down. 

THESE SHEETS & INSTRUCTIONS ARE FOR USE BY APPROVED CUSTOMERS OF THEATRICAL COSTUME HIRE, NEWRY ONLY. THESE MATERIALS ARE PROVIDED FOR THE SOLE PURPOSE OF THE RECORDING OF CAST MEASUREMENTS FOR PRODUCTIONS THAT THE ABOVE NAMED COMPANY IS PROVIDING COSTUMES FOR. NO UNAUTHORISED USE OF THESE MATERIALS IS PERMITTED.
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1. Actor Facing Measurer:   Note: Cast Number, Name, Character, Height, Weight (Opt), Age & Size
	MEASUREMENT TO BE TAKEN
	Abbre
	HOW TO …

	1 - HEAD
	Hd
	Measure around head, above ears where a hat will sit. 

If a wig is to be worn please measure with one worn.

	2 - CHEST – Male   BUST - Female
	Chst

Bust
	Tape around torso and measure around the broadest part under the arms.

	3 - UNDER BUST – Female only
	UnBu
	Drop the tape to under the bust.

	4 - WAIST
	Wst
	Drop the tape to the natural waist. This will vary according to gender. Probably narrowest part of body. If belly bigger make a note of it.

	5 - HIP
	Hip
	Drop the tape below the natural waist – to the largest part of body.

	6 - INSIDE LEG – Male
	Ins

Leg
	Actor stands feet apart. Place tape to top of inside leg and measure to floor.

	7 - WAIST/ KNEE
	Wst/Kn
	Measure from natural waist to middle of knee.

	8 - WAIST / FLOOR
	Wst/Fl
	Measure from natural waist to floor.
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2. Actor Facing Away from Measurer:

	MEASUREMENT TO BE TAKEN
	Abbre
	HOW TO …

	9 - NECK
	Nk
	Tape around just above base of neck.

	10 - NECK / WAIST
	Nk/Wst
	Measure from bone at base of the neck to the natural waist.

	11 - SHOULDER to SHOULDER 
	Sh/Sh
	Tape from shoulder to shoulder across the base of the neck.

	12 - ACROSS BACK
	Ac
Bk
	Tape from under one arm to under the other straight across the back.

	13 - SLEEVE
	Sle
	Lift arm up and bend elbow slightly. Tape from bone at base of neck, over shoulder following line of elbow to cuff length at wrist bone.
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To Finish:
Review measurements at the end to make sure they look ok and no-one has been missed. Add any notes on another sheet. 
Keep a copy of the measurements to refer to later in case of cast or costume changes etc.

Feel free to call us if you have any queries or any problems. 

Post measurement sheets back to us at the address given.

Remember these measurements need to be accurate as this is all we have to work off.

Incorrect measurements will result in ill fitting costumes!!
THESE SHEETS & INSTRUCTIONS ARE FOR USE BY APPROVED CUSTOMERS OF THEATRICAL COSTUME HIRE, NEWRY ONLY. THESE MATERIALS ARE PROVIDED FOR THE SOLE PURPOSE OF THE RECORDING OF CAST MEASUREMENTS FOR PRODUCTIONS THAT THE ABOVE NAMED COMPANY IS PROVIDING COSTUMES FOR. NO UNAUTHORISED USE OF THESE MATERIALS IS PERMITTED.
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MALE MEASUREMENT SHEET (INCHES)
       PAGE______OF______

	No
	Actor Name
	Character

Name
	Hgt

(Ft)
	Wgt

(St)
	Age
	Suit Size
	Hd
	Chest
	Wst
	Ins

Leg
	Nk
	Nk/

Wst
	Sh/

Sh
	Ac

Bk
	Sle
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FEMALE MEASUREMENT SHEET (INCHES)
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	No
	Actor Name
	Character

Name
	Hgt

(Ft)
	Wgt

(St)
	Age
	Dress Size
	Hd
	Bust
	Und
Bust
	Waist
	Hip
	Wst

/Kn
	Wst

/Fl
	Ac

Bk
	Sle
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THEATRICAL & RE-ENACTMENT HIRE SPECIALISTS








C/O The Costume Corner WIN Business Park, Newry. Northern Ireland BT35 6PH





Tel: 028 30 261211











C/O The Costume Corner WIN Business Park, Newry. Northern Ireland BT35 6PH





Tel: 028 30 261211











THEATRICAL & RE-ENACTMENT HIRE SPECIALISTS








ORGANISATION:	_____________________________________________





SHOW:		_____________________________________________





DATES:		_____________________________________________





CONTACT:		_____________________________________________





TEL:			_____________________________________________








ORGANISATION:	_____________________________________________





SHOW:		_____________________________________________





DATES:		_____________________________________________





CONTACT:		_____________________________________________





TEL:			_____________________________________________











PAGE  
1

